Dear Students,

 

You are receiving this email because you have enrolled in a Computer Networking Hardware and Software Online class at DVC/SRC. Please note that this is a self-paced class and requires ZERO face-to-face meetings. Of course, I can be available to help you in person at SRC if you require help. My phone number is 925-866-1822 x5127. Call ANYTIME and if I’m not there, please leave a message.

 

The Class website is http://www.srvc.net/hammond/cnt105
 

Please take the time to read the syllabus (reachable from the website) carefully. It provides information about the textbook that you will need to complete this course.

 

PLEASE READ BELOW VERY CAREFULLY.
 

What do I need?
You will need a textbook, some floppy disks or a USB flash drive and occasional access to a computer configured for networking. I hope that it goes without saying that you also need an Internet connection. 

How do online classes work?

Chapter notes that supplement the material in the text are available for download on the WebCT page. You will perform the work in your textbook and take a series of tests on the WEBCT website. Some of the chapters have labs that require submission. See the Lab Assignments page for details. It takes tremendous discipline to do well in an online class. This class runs at a very relaxing pace, but you must do the work in order to succeed.

 

Being organized is important. You need to be able to set a schedule that includes regular time each week to complete class assignments and participate online when appropriate. 

Successful online learners tend to be independent and self-motivated. You should be comfortable working alone and be able to complete work without being constantly reminded.

Procrastination (leaving things to the last minute) can make online learning a painful experience. Using your time well and setting goals and deadlines for yourself will help make you more successful in an online learning environment. It takes tremendous discipline to do well in an online class.

Since working online is dependent on technology and software, you can be guaranteed to have problems. Knowing how to troubleshoot basic problems can save you a lot of time and frustration when studying online. Be willing to ask others for help to make those technology problems easier to handle. 

Finally, reading is an essential skill for working online. If you prefer listening to an instructor lecture, ask yourself if online learning is for you.

What kind of workload should I expect?
You will be given a series of reading assignments, some lab assignments, a small project, and chapter quizzes (on the WebCT site).I suspect you don't need more than 3-4 hours each week. Additional resources that you can use are:

Powerpoint Presentations (on WebCT)

End of Chapter Questions (answers on WebCT)

Labs: Practice on some of the concepts.

Note that none of these extras are required for submission and accordingly, won't be incorporated in your grade. They are only there to help you during the learning process. 

Online courses take as much time to complete as face-to-face classes - the difference being that your time is spent in front of a computer and you choose when you will learn. Plus the commute is shorter. Be sure you're willing to devote enough time on a regular basis to be successful. 

 

The schedule is a guideline, not a deadline. If you encounter any problems with meeting the due dates, let me know and I will give you more time. It's about learning, not how fast you get it to me. I'm here for you! 

What should I do now?
If you plan on taking the class or have already enrolled, please visit our check in site at http://cis.srvc.net/checkin.asp and supply the information needed. Please read the syllabus and the schedule on the web site. One of your first assignments is to visit http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/sp2012cntPre and take a survey. It will only take you about five minutes. It is not necessary to send a receipt. Why not do it NOW. Please add billsrconline@gmail.com to your address book. Use that address for all class email and assignment submissions. Don't use my DVC address or post assignments on WebCT. Finally, this would be a good time to get your textbook on order.

 

Questions? Read the website carefully. If you still have questions, reply to this email.  

Again, I am very flexible and willing to work with you to ensure your success!

 

Thanks so much for taking this class.

 

Bill Hammond

CIS Department at San Ramon Valley Campus

1690 Watermill Road

San Ramon, CA  94582
 (925) 866-1822 x 5127

billsrconline@gmail.com
Class Web Site: http://www.srvc.net/hammond/cnt105
PS. WebCT is a work in progress and will not be finalized until next week.

